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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The " separately molded ring member" of claims 9,13., lacks 
antecedent basis in the terminology of the specification. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "separate molded 
ring member" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the supplemental annular groove inner wall" in line 
1 of claim 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claims 9,13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as based on a 
disclosure which is not enabling. Molded ring member is critical or essential to the 
practice of the invention, but is not enabled by the disclosure. See In re Mayhew, 527 
F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 7,8,10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Buc (4,524,882). 

With respect to claim 7, Buc shows a molded plastic container having a lateral 
side wall (3), a bottom wall (4), and a peripheral bottom, outside, downwardly depending 
rim (54) extension of lateral side wall projection below the bottom wall (4), rim (54) has a 
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bottom pattern cross sectional profile, said container (2) further including an open top 
(7) surrounded by a top rim (8) configured with a top pattern profile. 

Buc shows a molded plastic lid support assembly (Fig. 8) on the top rim of the 
container, said lid support assembly including an uninterrupted, peripheral attachment 
rib (12) spaced inwardly from the lateral side wall to define a lid attachment member. 

Buc shows a molded plastic lid (10) having a shape and pattern to completely 
cover the open top (7) and attach to the lid support assembly (fig. 8), said lid (10) 
including a peripheral lateral side with a lateral side circumferential groove (9), said 
lateral side circumferential groove (9) of said lid (10) engageable with the attachment rib 
(12) of the lid support assembly (fig. 8). 

Buc shows a container bottom rim (54) extension sized to fit over and nest on the 
top of a container and lid combination stacked thereunder (fig. 3) (col. 4 In 35). 

With respect to claim 8, Buc shows the lid support assembly is integrally molded 
on the top rim of the container (fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 10, Buc shows the container and lid are generally 
cylindrical (fig.1) 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Buc show the bottom rim (54) extension comprises a 
continuous closed ring element (fig. 1). The bottom rim (54) is considered both a rim 
and a closed ring element. 
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With respect to claim 12, Buc, shows the lid support assembly (fig. 6) comprises 
annular wall (12) spaced inwardly from the lateral side wall (3) of the container, said 
annular wall connected to the lateral side wall by a generally radially inwardly extension 
wall (15) from the lateral side wall (3) of the container. 

With respect to claim 13, Buc shows the lid support assembly (fig. 6) comprises a 
ring member (24) having a circumferential groove (14) fitted over and engaging the 
lateral side wall of the container 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Von Holdt, 
Sr. (USPN 6,098,833) in view of Von Holdt, Jr. (USPN 6,257,438). 

Von Holdt, Sr. discloses a bucket with an open top (fig. 6) a generally inwardly 
tapered cylindrical side wall (39) and a bottom wall (fig.6), open top including a 
circumferential rim (112). However Von Holdt, Sr. does not disclose the bottom wall 
including an outside surface with a first, at least partially circumferential, depending rib 
and a second at least partially circumferential depending rib from the first rib, said ribs 
defining a circumferential groove therebetween having a first width. 
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Von Holdt, Jr. teaches a bottom wall including an outside surface with a first, at 
least partially circumferential, depending rib and a second at least partially 
circumferential depending rib from the first rib, said ribs defining a circumferential 
groove therebetween having a first width (fig 6.) in the analogous art of buckets to 
facilitate stacking (col. 3 In 24-34). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of the bottom surface including the ribs 
and the circumferential groove of Von Holdt Jr. to the bucket of Von Holdt Sr. in order to 
facilitate stacking. 

Von Holdt Sr. also shows a separate lid (12), said lid further including a 
circumferential element (20) in the bottom surface compatible with the rim (14) of the 
bucket. Von Holdt Sr. also shows a first circumferential lid rib (the top surface of 
element 20) dimensioned to fit within the circumferential groove of the bucket bottom, 
as described in examiners combination of Von Holdt Jr.'s bottom combined with Von 
Holdt Sr.'s container. 

With respect to claim 2, both Von Holdt Jr. and Von Holdt Sr. show buckets 
wherein the bottom wall has a generally uniform thickness. 

With respect to claim 3, both Von Holdt Jr. and Von Holdt Sr. show a least one 
supplemental annular groove having a radius less than the radius of the first rib. Von 
Hold Jr. shows his as element (10). 

With respect to claim 4, Von Holdt Sr. shows at least one additional rib having a 
radius less than the radius of the first circumferential lid rib (see below). 
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9. Claims 1-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Von 
Holdt St (USPN 6,098,833) in view Breimon (US Pub No. 2003/0168465 A1). 
Von Holdt, Sr. discloses the invention substantially as claimed. A bucket with an open 
top (fig. 6) a generally inwardly tapered cylindrical side wall (39) and a bottom wall (fig. 6 
), open top including a circumferential rim (112). However Von Holdt, Sr. does not 
disclose said bottom wall including an outside surface with a first, at least partially 
circumferential, depending rib and a second at least partially circumferential depending 
rib from the first rib, said ribs defining a circumferential groove therebetween having a 
first width. 

Breimon, teaches a bottom wall including an outside surface with a first, at least 
partially circumferential, depending rib (72) and a second at least partially 
circumferential depending rib (74) from the first rib, said ribs defining a circumferential 
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groove therebetween having a first width, this groove also fits the rib on the upper lid 
when stacked, in the analogous art of buckets for the purpose of adding strength and 
stacking. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of the bottom surface including the ribs 
and the circumferential groove of Breimon to the bucket of Von Holdt Sr. in order to 
facilitate stacking. 

Von Holdt Sr. also shows a separate lid (12), said lid further including a 
circumferential element (20) in the bottom surface compatible with the rim (14) of the 
bucket. Von Holdt Sr. also shows a first circumferential lid rib (the top surface of 
element 20) dimensioned to fit within the circumferential groove of the bucket bottom, as 
described in examiners combination of Von Holdt Jr.'s bottom combined with Von Holdt 
Sr.'s container. 

With respect to claim 2, both Breimon and Von Holdt Sr. show buckets wherein 
the bottom wall has a generally uniform thickness. 

With respect to claim 3, Von Holdt Sr.'s bottom wall shows a least one 
supplemental annular groove having a radius less than the radius of the first rib (fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 4, Von Holdt Sr. shows at least one additional rib having a 
radius less than the radius of the first circumferential lid rib (see below). 




With respect to claim 5, Von Holdt Sr. in view of Breimon as applied above show 
the second rib (74) of the bucket bottom wall has an outer radius greater than the 
outermost radius of the bucket side wall at the juncture thereof with the bottom wall 
(fig. 3) and less than the maximum radius of said lid and bucket (fig. 1 1). 

With respect to claim 6, Von Holdt Sr. shows the supplemental annular groove 
inner wall has a radius less than the radius of the bucket side wall at the juncture 
thereof with the bottom wall (fig.6). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawn M. Braden whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8026. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571 272-4544. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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